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Kenya

1.	What	was	achieved?
• The Kenya government developed an Environment Policy that draws on poverty and environment 

linkages and aims to support Kenya’s sustainable development aspirations through integration of 
environment across sectors

How was it achieved?
• With support from PEI work on poverty and environment linkages 

drawn from local and national level assessments, the Permanent 
Secretary for the Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources 
mandated that the forthcoming Environment Policy should draw 
on both environment and development principles and clearly 
articulate objectives and priority action that contribute to 
the country’s development aspirations.  He commissioned the 
National Environment Policy Steering Committee, made up of 15 
eminent Kenyans and supported by PEI and others, to prepare an 
environment policy that guides the integration of environment and 
pro-poor development across key sectors of the Kenyan economy 
and contributes to achieving all MDGs.  The draft Environment 
Policy was submitted to the Minister for Environment and Mineral 
Resources on 30th June 2008. 

Mozambique 

1.	What	was	achieved?
• In Mozambique, the environment ministry together with the planning ministry jointly contributed 

to poverty reduction by enabling a community to halt environmental degradation at the local 
level

How was it achieved?
• As part of PEI support to the Ministry of Planning 

& Development and the Ministry for Environmental 
Affairs, a pilot project was initiated to address 
specific	 environmental	 problems	 identified	
by a local community in the town of Madal in 
Mozambique.  The problem was that during the 
rainy season, homes and roads were often washed 
away with severe impacts on livelihoods.  The team 
helped the local community to identify its root 
cause which was soil erosion, and then supported 
the community to take remedial action.  By planting trees and stabilising the banks of the river, 
soil	erosion	was	significantly	 reduced.		 On	seeing	the	results,	 the	PEI	project	coordinator	 in	
MICOA,	the	environment	agency,	stated	that,	“People	can	solve	their	environmental	problems	
with local initiatives if people are well informed and trained because they then have a positive, 
proactive	attitude	and	can	see	the	benefits	to	their	well-being.”		One	of	the	beneficiaries	of	the	
project	said,	“The	initiative	awoke	awareness	amongst	villagers	on	environmental	protection	
and a better perception on how environmental degradation can affect income generation.”
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society forums where the rationale was put forward as to why environment was key to growth 
and poverty reduction.  The result was a poverty reduction strategy that focused on sustainable 
development	as	an	underlying	principle,	with	15	specific	environment	targets.	

3.	What	was	achieved?
• The key poverty-environment linkages were built into the newly designed Poverty Monitoring 

System in Tanzania.
 

How was it achieved?
•	 The	Vice	President’s	Office	environmental	mainstreaming	team	in	Tanzania	had	ensured	that	

the National Strategy for Growth and the Reduction of Poverty embodied a strong focus on how 
environment contributes to poverty reduction and sustainable growth.  The team, supported 
by PEI, were well aware that the targets in this strategy would be monitored through a newly 
designed Poverty Monitoring System (PMS) and success would depend on ensuring that the 
targets	were	well	reflected	in	it.		Having	built	up	a	sound	working	relationship	with	the	Poverty	
Eradication Department (PED) which was responsible for the PMS, the VPO team were able to 
follow up the earlier work with a focus on the poverty-environment indicators that would be 
used to monitor the implementation of the targets in the strategy.  With the help of the PED, 
they organised a key brainstorming meeting which resulted in agreement to include 10 indicators 
in	the	PMS	which	specifically	focused	on	the	most	significant	poverty-environment	targets	in	the	
strategy.  Furthermore, additional poverty-environment indicators were also developed to be 
monitored at the sectoral and local government authority levels. 

Uganda

1.	What	was	achieved?
• After the Ugandan environment authority, NEMA, had worked hard to integrate of environment 

into the PRSP, they seized an opportunity to include environment into Uganda’s national 
budget

How was it achieved?
•	 A	 key	 deadline	 for	 finalising	 the	 government’s	

budget in Uganda was imminent.  After working 
hard on integrating environment into the PRSP, the 
mainstreaming team in the National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA), supported by PEI, 
saw an opportunity to better integrate environment 
into	the	government’s	budget.		 NEMA’s	Executive	
Director made a phone call to the Budget Director 
at	the	Ministry	of	Finance	explaining	the	importance	
of environment to development as well as the costs 
of ‘no-action.’  The Budget Director was convinced and  immediately accepted the idea of adding 
guidelines for environment into the Budget Circular.  Ever since, the Budget Director has been 
challenging environmental actors to give him more concrete, detailed and costed proposals 
on which environmental interventions should be prioritized by sectors and local governments.  
His	leadership	has	been	extremely	positive	and	had	promised	a	future	for	PEI	and	government	
mainstreaming efforts in Uganda.
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