


MANCHESTER City, a club
whose lavish spending has so far
failed to produce the anticipated
returns, have much in common
with opponents Salzburg when
they kick off their Europa League
campaign tomorrow.

The two big spenders, who
meet in Group A, are among 48
teams in action, ranging from
former European champions
Liverpool, Juventus and Porto on

_the one hand to Swiss second
division outfit Lausanne on the
other.

Uruguay’s Diego Forlan,
voted the top player at the World
Cup, will lead the attack as
holders Atletico Madrid, who
beat Fulham in last season’s final,

- begin the defence of their crown

at Aris Salonika in Group B

Like Manchester City,
Austrian champions Salzburg
have also found that spending
vast sums of cash does not
necessarily bring success, having
yet again missed out on the
Champions League.

City spent more than 50
million pounds ($77 million) in
the January transfer window
alone but still failed to get a top
four finish in the Premier League.
They spent another 120 million

‘pounds in the close season in an

attempt to build a side good
enough to qualify for next year’s
Champions League.

They hope their policies will
not take them down the same road
as Salzburg, which was bought
and rebranded by the Red Buil
soft drinks company in 2005 amid
protests by the fans, :

Since then, Salzburg have won
three Austrian titles but, despite
spending around 200 million

euros ($255.9 million) —a huge -
amount by Austrian Bundesliga
standards — and signing 64 new
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Ballack out for s

FOOTBALL

BAYER Leverkusen captain
Michael Ballack will be out for
six weeks after fracturing his
shinbone in Saturday’s 2-2 draw
with Hanover.96, the Bundesliga
club said on Sunday, _

The Germany captain, who
missed the World Cup and has
not played for his country since.
injuring his ankle in May, was
diagnosed with the fracture on
Sunday morning following a
scan.
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% The paradox is that the millions of tones of

R
resources

THE report on the country’s poor use of natural}
}egfuréeps-.'iauﬁé:hed ‘yesterday by the Ministry of
Economic Planning and Development with fundmg
from UNDP confirms what we have feared for a Iong
um%‘he Malawi Poverty and Environment Initmtmz: :
| Economic Study report says Malawi is losing up ia:_
K26.6 billion each year for its unsustainable use o
1 resources. : _ : :
natg::?:ording'to the report, the largest costs result
from the loss of agricultural productivity as a result
{ of soil degradation, deforestation in catc_kment.am:
around main urban centres to supply firewood a_u_l__d
charcoal. Others are unsustainable fishing and
reduced economic activity caused by indoor air
pollution. ) i e
‘The report's findings-though scaring-are not very
néwrf'lll‘heyl;fe not because we have always been seeing
hundreds of bags of charcoal on bicycles carriers
heading towards urban centres day in day out. Surely
we know thal'ti charcoal i:. mald_e f;:_;;: tfrees that are
. where without replace , ;
felle‘%:o altgﬁznow that once land has been dt.:nude_d of
its cover from trees, soil erosion creeps in. In t_llili
_case of Malawi, millions of tones of t_he rich top soi
is eroded into rivers and then into Lake Malta:.v;zs -
Agricultural yields, we are told, diminish by up to2
_percent annually because of this soil erosion. T]:ls;_
to say the least, is catastrophic to the development o
3 - n. 5 . :
o '%?lggrdhlem is therefore not that we do not know =
- the culprit. We are all culprits in one way or ano wig
if we use charcoal or if we have failed to come up .
ways of arresting the problem. The question is ﬂ\:r ¥y
‘§ are we not able to find lasting solutions to these
.1 problems?

& coal that is used in urban centres is not flown
' icxlzlt?s-!;;%se places. This charcoal is transported by road {
on the MI and on many other roads where there are
§ roadblocks that operate 24 hours a day and 365:%3!5
| a year manned, we b(i!éeve by professional police
stry officers.
f Ufﬁ;‘?}? e.?q le, ::i{at is the use of the roadblock a(: :
- § Zalewa in Blantyre where the law enforce;is-a_n
_ { forestry staff are supposed to impound charco elﬁmg
~ { transported without proper documents and y esli
" { than a kilometre away on the MI, v;__llagers sell}
bundreds of bags of charcoal all the time? 7
‘As we have said above, the problem with t ie
country's unsustainable use of natural resource]: s
* { not due to what we didn't l’mw.__'-['lle.-pmhlcm_ m: -
' * ¥ always been 'ii\'*h'ﬁt-iqter:venﬁ?ns-_tq_msgmtetow_ i
‘ "'deﬁ;;?ét:tt,'l :s a country we actually know the solutions
* § to the problem. The remedy is to find.altemgttlw:
- § source of energy for urban dwellers who ;::r(;l\n _et )
< '.fe'ady market for charcoal i'_I‘_he prp_blem' is owf s
- § come up with these sustainable substitutes for}
¥ cha al. e 5 . : 4 :
: .chag&;?ﬂy, until we do that we will continue to l!lll!:lﬂ:
over our unsustainable use of resources withou
hoping for a solution to the problem anytime soon.




