
 

 

The Poverty-Environment Initiative is 
a global UN-led Programme working 
in Africa, Asia-Pacific, Latin America 
and Europe that supports country ef-
forts to achieve a greener and more in-
clusive development path. In Asia and 
the Pacific programmes are under way 
in Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Thai-
land, Lao PDR and the Philippines. 

The Poverty-Environment Initiative (PEI) in the Philippines  
As of 2009, despite the country’s last decade posi-
tive economic growth, 26.5% of its population or 25 
million Filipinos were still living under the poverty 
line. 75% of those were living in rural or marginalized 
areas. They depend disproportionately on natural 
resources and are thus more vulnerable to environ-
mental degredation. Extractive industries such as 
mining, oil and gas, and electricity generation repre-
sent a clear link between poverty and environment. 
Although natural resources have been identified 

nationally as an important growth driver and the 
country is  5th most mineral-rich  in the world, this 
sector has yet to contribute significantly to econom-
ic growth and human development. The Poverty-En-
vironment Initiative aims at demonstrating that, if 
managed properly and sustainably, natural capital 
can contribute to sustainable development. PEI seeks 
to influence institutions, policies and investments to 
harness the potential of the country’s natural resourc-
es to reduce poverty. 

 

Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 



Promoting the use of natural capital for Poverty Reduction 
Project time-frame: Phase I: 2011-2012, Phase II, 2013– 2015

Creating capacity to use the revenues from nat-
ural resources extraction for poverty reduction 
PEI supports the Government of the Philippines, 
civil society and the business sector to utilize rev-
enues and benefits from environment and natural 
resources for poverty reduction through improved 
capacity at national and local levels. 

Reviewing the revenue from the extraction of 
natural resources 
PEI Phase I focused on reviewing the collection and 
distribution of revenues from natural resources. 

Undertaking a Public Environmental Expendi-
ture Review (PEER) 
PEI supported the production of Public Environ-
mental Expenditure Reviews at national and local 
levels. A Review of Collection and Distribution of 
Revenues from Natural Resources was also under-
taken.  

Promoting a transparent use of revenues from 
extractive industries 
PEI undertook a media campaign and advocated 
for the Implementation of the Extractive Industry 
Transparency Initiative for the Minerals and Energy 
Resources Industry in the Philippines. 

Supporting scientific data and knowledge plat-
forms for better decision making 
PEI supported the review, documentation, and 
sharing best practices from LGUs in the use of reve-
nues from natural resources towards reducing pov-
erty and pursuing development while supporting 
the aggregation of relevant information and stud-
ies into formal knowledge management platforms.

PEI Philippines aims at promoting the use of extractive indus-
tries revenues for poverty-reduction  

Working strategically 
The Department of Interior and Local Govern-
ment is the lead implementing agency with the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources as co-implementing agency for phase 
two. Further, the Department of Finance, the De-
partment of Budget and Management, and the 
National Anti-Poverty Commission will serve as 
responsible partners, working with the imple-
menting agencies on specific outputs of PEI.

For more information 

www.unpei.org
www.flickr.com/photos/peiasiapacific/
www.youtube.com/user/peiasiapacific

Available publications 

•	 Review Collection and Distribution of Revenues from 
Natural Resources

•	 Public Environmental Expenditure Review at National 
and Local Levels

•	 Philippines Poverty Environment Initiative (PPEI) pro-
moting the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative

•	 Review of Utilization of Revenues from Natural Resourc-
es and Application of Best Practices and Media Strategy
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