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By Blandina Cheche

Tanzania has embarked on realistic measures  
geared to enhance environment awareness and 
considerations in the development process. Already 
environmental issues have been accommodated in the 
recently unveiled National Strategy for Growth and 
Reduction of Poverty commonly known as MKUKUTA. 
This step is in recognition of the important role 
of the environmental resource base in efforts to 
fight poverty and to attain the global Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 
It is generally recognized that healthy ecosystem 
services and goods avail people with means which 
can help them achieve sustainable development  and  
enable the country to implement development plans 
commensurate with MDGs. 
Tanzania, like other developing countries, is 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
degradation of its  
natural resources 
base which fuels 
p o v e r t y  t h a t 
prevails in both 
urban and rural 
communities. Thus, 
unless measures are 
taken to reverse this 
trend, achievement 
of  MDGs by the 
year 2015 seems 
uncertain. The MDGs 
aim at changing 
the quality of life 
for the majority 
of people living 
in poor countries 
of the world by 
imp ro v i ng  t he 
level of deprivation 
accompanied by 
disease, ignorance, 
conflict and abuse 
of human rights. 
Tanzanians, like  
o t h e r  p e o p l e 
elsewhere, depend 
on their natural 

environment as the source of their livelihood. Healthy 
natural resource systems provide life supporting 
goods and services to the poor which include food, 
timber, fuel wood, fisheries products, shelter and 
crops.
At the same time the poor, particularly those 
involved in subsistence agriculture and  primary 
goods production, are the most vulnerable to natural 
disasters and ruined  natural resources. Water scarcity, 
and pollution, deforestation, degraded land and 
climate change directly affect the livelihood of the 
people. This highlights the need to focus efforts 
towards conducive  management of the environment 
in recognition of the fact that development without 
environmental conservation is a dream devoid of 
reality.
Indeed the degradation of the ecosystem poses a big 
obstacle to the achievement of the MDGs. All people 

Goal 3: Promote gender 
equality 

Better health 

Goal 8: Develop global 
partnership for
development 
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Inaugural Statement by Senior Permanent 
Secretary VPO, Mr. Raphael Mollel

.... From page 2

TANZANIA RECOGNISES ...

acknowledge the fact that a healthy environment 
subscribes to the well-being of the people. According 
to outcomes of a recently undertaken millennium 
assessment study, environmental degradation  is 
linked to problems of poverty, hunger, gender 
inequality and health. This underlines the need for 
environmental stability as a foundation upon which 
strategies for achieving all MDGs must be built.
Undoubtedly, achieving MDGs targets will remain a 

dream unless environmental issues are integrated into 
national and international development programmes. 
It is important to keep in mind the fact that major  
steps to eradicate poverty need to be embedded on  
availing the poor access to clean water, availability 
of food, decent homes, education for boys and 
girls, accessible health facilities and employment. 
Obviously these are products and services of healthy 
ecosystems within our natural environment. 

Dear Reader, 

T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f 
this publication signifies the 
fulfillment of a cherished desire 
that we have held dear for many 
years to establish a forum for 
communication and dialogue 
on the environment which is a 
crucial element in our struggle to 

achieve sustainable development. On the occasion of this 
publication’s inaugural issue, I wish to welcome all readers 
and I hope the information contained in this publication will 
help to mould positive attitudes and amalgamate our efforts 
towards proper management of our natural resource base.

The main objective of this publication is to enhance 
public awareness on environmental issues which play a 
paramount role in efforts to improve human welfare.

Since independence, Tanzania has continuously 
committed resources and efforts to the fight against the 
declared enemies namely poverty, ignorance and disease. 
Policies have been developed and pronouncements have 
been made by the Government and the national leadership 
on the need for cohesive effort to address those problems. 

In a series of measures and initiatives adopted over 
the years to improve the livelihood of Tanzanians, in 1998 
the Government developed the National Poverty Eradication 
Strategy which establishes a framework aimed at paving 
the way for coordinated efforts at national and local 
authorities levels in addressing poverty. On that basis we 
were able to develop the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 
(PRSP) under the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
debt relief initiative. 

The successful implementation of PRS, the satisfactory 
outcomes and the lessons learnt in the course of 
implementation had inspired us to embark on the current 
National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty 
commonly known by its Kiswahili acronym as MKUKUTA. 

This is an outcome focused initiative and does 
mainstream cross-cutting issues which include preservation, 
conservation and sustainable management of the 
environment. Obviously, we recognize the linkage between 
environment and poverty. Degradation of the natural 
resource base impairs and ultimately renders meaningless 
efforts to combat poverty because human life is very much 
dependent on sustainability of the environment.

As you realize, Tanzania is highly endowed with 
natural resources and has been classified as one among 
twelve mega diversity countries on earth with highest 
richness of biodiversity. Some 43 percent of the land area 
is covered with forests and woodland while 40 percent 
is permanent pasture. Aquatic resources include coastal 
marine, freshwater rivers, lakes and wetlands encompass 
over 9 million hectares. 

The country’s natural resources provide a source of 
people’s livelihoods and play an important role in the 
productive sectors. Hence, sustainable poverty reduction 
in Tanzania clearly depends on wise use of her natural 
resource base.

The linkage between environment and poverty was 
further endorsed in August 2002 at the Johannesburg 
World Summit on Sustainable Development where specific 
commitments were made in the action plan to tackle 
poverty and environment.

In MKUKUTA environment interventions are expected 
to contribute toward access and management of natural 
resources. It is also anticipated that better management 
of natural resources would subscribe to improved incomes 
of rural communities by scaling-up participatory natural 
resource local management and control.

We have purposely decided to publish this publication 
in English and Kiswahili to enable all people in our 
communities to absorb and digest the contents and take 
appropriate steps to advance the cause of sustainable 
management of the environment. Let everybody play 
his/her part. 
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Plastics waste dumped  haphazardly near a  residential area in Dar es Salaam 

Solid waste, especially  plastic waste, has become an 
eyesore in Dar es Salaam and an unresolved challenge 
to Dar es Salaam City fathers. In recent years, heaps 
of garbage and scattered  plastics waste in the form 
of carrier bags and plastic bottles were seen in many 
places  including some  residential areas. 

Plastic waste is generated in big quantities in towns 
and cities  all over Tanzania in different forms with 
barely known characteristics and their impact to the 
environment when discarded haphazardly. In urban 
centers  plastic waste frequently blocks drainage 
pipes and canals  and despoils the land.

Besides providing services to society, plastics, be it 
bottles or carrier bags, have negative effects on the 
environment in the sense that their biodegradation 
is very slow and they contain hazardous pollutants 
that are detrimental to the environment and  human 
health. For example burning of plastic waste is 
not advisable as it produces toxic gases  including 
“dioxins’  which are believed to cause reproductive 
abnormalities, cancer and child development 
deficiencies, just to mention a few. 

Land filling practices or burying  of plastics is also 
not advisable as it  has more serious consequences 
because plastics do not shrink, therefore, they 
consume disproportionately land fill space and 
affect permeability of air and water into the 
ground. Despite all those disposal problems, the 
use of plastic goods has been on the increase in  
the country.

However, while plastics waste disposal problem is 
world-wide, there are some promising initiatives  
geared to address this problem. In Tanzania the 
initiative by the Tanzania Industrial Research  
Development Organisation (TIRDO) of  establishing 
a plastic recycling plant at Msasani suburb in Dar 
es Salaam is commendable and has paved the way 
towards solving the plastic waste disposal problem. 
The United Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) facilitated  the establishment 
of the plant at the request of the Ministry of 
Industries and Trade.

The aim of this facility is to:

• Create economic 
l inkages between 
secondary raw material 
supply, processing and 
products.

• Promote small scale 
industry development 
through recycling 
based product ion 
of intermediate or 
final products for 
user industries and 
consumer markets.

• C r e a t e 
e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities and 
livelihoods in labour 
intensive sector

• P r o m o t e  a n d 

PLASTIC RECYCLING CREATES 
EMPLOYMENT  IN  DAR ES SALAAM

By Anna Maembe of NEMC
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A vendor carrying goods made from recycled plastic waste which he 
sells to customers he come across along streets at various homes

(photograoh by curtesy of  NEMC)

increase waste recovery, hence contributing 
towards resource conservation and cleaner living 
environment. 

Establishment of  the TIRDO/UNIDO facility is a 
result of collaboration between the Ministry of 
Industries and Trade, Division of Environment in 
the Vice-President’s Office, The Tanzania Industrial 
Research Organisation, the  National Cleaner 
Production Centre of Tanzania (CPCT), the Dar es 
Salaam City Council,  the  Municipalities of Ilala, 
Kinondoni and Temeke,  the Dar es Salaam Institute 
of Technology (DIT), UCLAS, SIDO and VETA.
Involvement of UNIDO 
brought  to Tanzania  
the necessary skills 
and experiences  from 
other countries  on  
industrial development 
and environmental 
protection which  are 
essential for solid 
waste management. 

Waste disposal in 
an environmentally 
friendly manner is a 
challenge not only to 
Dar es Salaam City but 
rather  countrywide.
Thin plastic carrier 
bags that are given 
at “no cost” have now 
become an eyesore 
in almost all urban 
centres in Tanzania. 
Large amounts of solid 
waste in Dar es Salaam 
comprise of plastics scrap, thin film plastic bags 
and waste paper as well as biodegradable domestic 
garbage. 

Plastics constitute about 12 percent  of  solid waste 
generated per day in Dar es Salaam city. Although 
plastics waste constitute a small percentage 
of  the total solid waste generated,it presents 
serious  problems to the city residents and waste 
water disposal infrastructure, thus making waste 
collection and disposal more difficult. Plastic 
material users are advised to re-use the materials 
whenever possible so as to reduce the amount of 
waste  generated.

The TIRDO plant has been built at a most 
appropriate time as it will contribute towards cleaner 

environment and  thereby reduce  environmental and 
health problems. It has also created  employment  
to those who collect bottles , carrier bags and other 
broken and worn out  plastic items like chairs and 
tables. 

Plastic recycling at TIRDO centre uses bottles and 
to-date there a number of people, especially youths, 
who collect discarded plastic bottles  and sell them 
to recycling factories including the TIRDO plant, 
Simba Plastics and Raffia factories.

Nowadays one rarely sees plastic bottles thrown 

up haphazardly in Dar es Salaam streets as they 
have now become a commodity that fetch a few 
shillings. According to one plastic bottle collector a 
one-and-a-half little discarded bottle of Kilimanjaro 
water fetches him Shs. 150.

There is greater opportunity for investment in 
recycling plants in various cities and towns in the 
country. If more plastic recycling plants like this 
one are built, we will create employment especially 
to the youths as well as ensure  clean environment 
free from plastics waste. In order for this to be 
reslised, there is need for teamwork involving  
the Government, private sector and communities 
in order to turn environmental problems into 
opportunities. 
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Dwindling fish stocks  become major 
concern to MTERA dam fishermen   

 T h e  w e l f a r e 
of  hundreds  of  
residents of villages 
and fishing camps 
around  the Mtera 
dam is currently 
t h r e a t e n e d  b y 
u n f o r e s e e n 
dw i nd l i ng  f i s h 
stocks leading to 
significant decrease 
of f ish catches.  
Most of the people 
who live in villages 
and camps around 
t h e  d a m  a r e 
fishermen and their 
livelihood depends 
on availability of 
satisfactory stocks 
of fish in the waters 
of the dam.

 The Mtera dam, the 
biggest  in Tanzania,  
was built over 26 
years ago for the 
purpose of regulating 
water level at the 
downstream Kidatu 
hydroelectric power 

waters with small or no catches to take home.

The more common fish types found in the dam include 
tilapia, catfish and tigerfish. Dominant species are 
tilapia urolepis and hydrocynus vittatus, followed by 
clarias, labeo, synodontis and alestes. The annual 
catch had averaged  at 1,540 metric tons of  which  
tilapia accounted for 1,280 metric tons. 

Illegal fishing has become a serious problem in 
the Mtera dam. This is due to some unscrupulous 
fishermen who want to get rich quickly today without 
considering the consequences of their illicit practices. 
They control thefts by introducing fishing hours at 

plant which generates electricity for the national 
power gird. The dam drains thousands of agricultural 
and forest land in major parts of Iringa, Mbeya 
and Dodoma regions. Following completion of the 
dam, fish stocks grew up and have since become a 
source of income and livelihood to more than 1,000 
fishermen and vendors who supply fresh fish to urban 
population in the southern, central and eastern parts 
of Tanzania.

 An old man in his early 60s sits pensively along the 
shores of Mtera dam in the merciless tropical sun with 
his figure cutting a silhouette in the sand, he appears 
oblivious of the scores of fishermen arriving from the 

A small catch is all that lucky fishermen get after a day’s hard work.

by Nicodemus Odhiambo
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Fishermen’s canoes lie iddle on the banks of the Mtera dam at one of the 
fishing camps. Dwindling catches have discouraged many fishermen. Weeds 

are  posing another problem to the  fishermen.

all landing centers. The hours are from 6:00 am to 
12:00 noon, though sometimes they vary from one  
to another. After the end of the scheduled fishing 
time the fishermen spend their afternoon hours on 
maintenance of their nets and then go into the waters 
to set their nets, but if they return with fish then 
they become liable to a fine imposed by the locations 
fishing committee. However, since nets stay in the 
waters overnight, thieves could steal them and take 
them to remote sites for fishing or selling them. 
May be a patrol boat could help the supervisors to 
counter the problem.

Although there are prescribed  national fisheries 
regulations, there is no overall fisheries management 
being exercised at the Mtera dam. However, the 
regulations prohibit  the use of nets with mesh sizes 
smaller that three inches and  the use of dynamite 
and splashing. Fisheries activities are managed at 
the local level under the umbrella of three districts 
bordering the dam namely Iringa, Dodoma and 
Mpwapwa. In practice, extension support  is provided 
by Fisheries Division attendants assigned to the 
villages and centers around the dam. Of the  total of 
20 fishing villages or centers, twelve are supervised 
by  an attendant. 

Problems faced by the fishermen at the Mtera  dam 
are dealt with within the framework of an individual 
center with assistance from the  fisheries attendants.  
The presence of attendants appears to account 
for more successful enforcement of the fisheries 
regulations and locally instituted by-laws. 

Each fishing village or center has a fishing committee 

from levies paid by the fish traders and goes directly 
to relevant district authority coffers.

For each obtained for sale outside the villages and 
centers surrounding the dam, traders pay Tshs. 2/-. 
This applies  to the small fish purchased for Tshs. 10/- 
(like the small tiger fish) and same rate applies for  
bigger varieties  purchased at Tshs. 100/- to 200/-. 
Obviously this arrangement creates an incentive  for 
the fish traders to go for the bigger fish. By doing 
that it is hoped that illegal fishing by use of small 
mesh nets would be eventually discouraged.

In an interview, the Mtera dam fishermen  claim that  
the catch  has been fluctuating during recent years. 
For the past three years, however, the water level has  
consistently  dropped and is now five meters below 
full capacity. They claim that the drop is mainly  due 
to a technical decision by the Tanzania Electricity 
Supply Company (TANESCO). Other reasons that have 
affected the size of the dam’s fishing area include 
vegetation that has come up in the shallow waters 
especially on the western part of the dam. As a result 
the current size of the dam area of 420 square km is 
only 65% of the full capacity area.

 Apart from the Mtera dam fishermen, there are 
hundreds of traders who supply Mtera dam fish to Dar 
es Salaam and Mbeya cities and other major towns of 
Morogoro, Dodoma, Mtwara and Songea and across 
the border to Zambia. Normally the fish is  kept fresh 
in deep freeze containers and transported to the 
various market destinations. This is because most 
customers prefer fresh fish rather than the dry smoked 
type commonly available from the big lakes.

headed by a chairperson  
and has a secretary and 
committee members. In 
the case of  centers  which 
are settlement entities, the 
committees function as 
local government authorities 
taking  care  of all local 
administration activities. In 
villages with formal village 
authorities, the fishery 
committees deal only with  
fishery-related issues. In 
both cases by-laws have 
been institutionalized with 
copies sent to  the local 
police and the village or ward 
administration. Emphasis 
has been put on revenue 
collection than the actual 
fisheries management. The 
money is primarily generated 
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GOVERNMENT UNVAILS ENVIRONMENT 
EDUCATION STRATEGY 

People in developing countries have for generations 
regarded the environment around them as an infinite 
source of natural resources. They have regarded their 
fisheries as inexhaustible, forests as limitless, and 
arable land as stretching on forever. In the past 
two decades, however, attitudes of Tanzanians and 
other people in other developing countries about the 
environment have begun to change.

Like elsewhere, the needs of rapidly increasing population 
have intensified pressure on the environment. This has 
led to rapid deforestation,  more soil erosion, loss of 
water catchments, escalating pollution, and depletion 
of wildlife and all that resulting into a significant 
degradation of natural resources.

These concerns of deforestation, land degradation, 
loss of biodiversity and wildlife habitats and rapidly 
declining fish stocks is a situation that underlines the 
fact that it is no longer ‘business as usual’.

The land and water are seen to provide and strengthen 
the quality of life and help define efforts to curb poverty. 
Therefore, it has become clear that the environment’s 
ability to absorb pollution and to withstand depletion 
while continuing to provide is limited.

Sustainable development by managing natural resources 
prudently and involving local communities through 
awareness creation about the relationship between 
society and the environment and its associated 
problems has become a timely issue.

In recognition of this pressing challenge, the 
Government has unveiled a National Environmental 
Education and Communication Strategy (NEECS) 
in an effort to harmonize and facilitate effective 
implementation of environmental education process 
in Tanzania.

NEECS is aimed at complementing the implementation 
of various national policies and pronouncements 
made at national and international conferences. It is 
also erxpected to open up avenues for environmental 
education practitioners throughout the country to share 
experiences.

The strategy is also expected to assist in sharing 
the successes and exposing problems encountered in 
the implementation of the environmental education 
processes as well as increase networking among 
various key players in education and environmental 
management.

“In general terms, the Tanzania community to-date has 
become more environmentally aware than before” the 
strategy notes.

“There have been several incidences where the public 
has come out clearly to demand explanation on certain 
emerging issues such as sanitation, polluting factories 
or industries and other environmental issues affecting 
them.” 

Indeed, environmental education in Tanzania has got 
a long history dating back to 1967 when the Arusha 
Manifesto was pronounced by the founding father of the 
nation, the late Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere.
 
Under the Manifesto, schools became centers of 
agricultural production and other artisanal skills like 
carpentry, masonry and poultry farming, although 
les emphasis was placed on conservation aspects of 
resources used.

Environmental education, in its broadest sense, was 
carried out for many years through sector-oriented 
agriculture, forestry and community development 
outreach programmes.

Current initiatives began in the early 1990s through 
programmes launched by the National Environment 
management Council (NEMC), Ministry of Education and 
Culture, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism and 
the local office of the World Wide Fund for Nature.

Thereafter, environmental educational programmes 
expanded to include many players. In schools it began 
with the awareness programmes for education and 
culture officials, schools inspectors, teacher educators, 
heads of schools and teachers after which elements of 
environmental education where incorporated in the 
primary and secondary school curricula.

Efforts to embark on environmentally related subjects 

By Nicodemus Odhiambo Marcus
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at THE university level are commendable. Examples 
include courses on environment, health, engineering 
and management of natural resources being offered at 
the University of Dar es Salaam.

In addition, local and international civil society 
organizations operating in the country have awareness, 
sensitization, lobbying and advocacy programmes. And 
so has the private sector, with the media sector being 
in the forefront to support or carry out environmental 
education.

Communicating environment through media cannot be 
underestimated as the radio for example remains the 
cheapest and the most available means for many people 
to get information.

“We need a healthy environment to survive and 
therefore sustainable management of our environment 
and the natural resources is fundamental responsibility 
of us all,” Permanent Secretaries Raphael Mollel of Vice 
President’s Office and Dr. Naomi Katunzi of the Ministry 
of Education and Culture say in a preface.

“Thus, environmental education is a relevant tool in 
improving the quality of life of all Tanzanians. The 
key effective management and conservation of natural 
resources lies in the commitment and participation of 
all people.”

In implementing NEECS, the Vice President’s Office, 
Ministry of Education and Culture and the President’s 
Office – Regional Administration and Local Government 
are to play a leading role.

In addition, they will be responsible for coordinating 
various actors through an Inter- ministerial Steering 
Committee and a Technical Coordinating Unit yet to 
be constituted.

Key Ministries include the Ministries of Works, 
Communication and Transport, lands and Human 
Settlements Development, Community Development, 
Women Affairs and Children, President’s Office - 
Planning and Privatization, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security, Energy and Minerals, natural Resources 
and Tourism.

The recommended coordination mechanisms for the 
NEECS include an annual consultative forum involving 
all key stakeholders to be organized by the Vice 
President’s Office. 

The forum will be a platform for reviewing progress 
in implementing the strategy and its path in 
achieving objectives. Emphasis would be on reviewing 
stakeholder’s participation in implementing their 
respective roles.

Forest fires pose a serious environmental problem which has to be addressed through community
awareness programmes, sensitisation of loal authorities.  
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MKUKUTA AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Cluster 1: Gowth and Reduction of Income Poverty

✪ Broad based and equitable growth is achieved and sustained.

Cluster 2: Quality of Life and Well-being 

✪ Quality of life and social well-being, with particular focus on the 
poorest and most vulnerable groups improved.

✪ Inequalities in ourcomes (e.g. education, survival, health) across 
geographic, income, age, gender and other groups reduced.

Cluster 3: Governance and Accountability

✪ Peace, political stability, national unity and social cohesion 
deepened.              

✪ Democracy, political and social tolerance. 

✪ Good governance and the rule of ths law. 

✪ Accountability of leaders and public servants. 

MKUKUTA – Cluster and Broad Outcomes

Tanzania has now developed a National Strategy 
for Growth and Reduction of Poverty (NSGPR), which 
is the successor to its first Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper (PRSP). The new strategy, popularly known by its 
Kiswahili acronym of MKUKUTA, is outcome focused and 
has deliberately set out to mainstream cross-cutting 
issues, including the environment. 

A significant  feature of MKUKUTA is its national 
ownership nature being the outcome of the process of 
extensive consultation with a wide range of stakeholders 
on the content and focus of the strategy.

MKUKUTA is based on the achievements of three 
clusters of broad outcomes, namely growth and 
reduction of income poverty, improved quality of 
life and social well-being, and good governance and 
accountability.

For each cluster, a set of goals are defined with 
an associated set of targets and time-frames. For each 
target, MKUKUTA identifies specific cluster strategies 
and intervention package to achieve those targets.

The strategy recognizes the importance of 
preservation of the environment as underlying principle 
of sustainable development. Thus the strategy has 
an explicit environmental goal that all men, women 
and children are able to access clean, affordable 
and safe water, sanitation, decent shelter and safe 
and sustainable environment, and thereby reduced 
vulnerability from environmental risk.

Well over 15 out of the 108 targets in the MKUKUTA 
are directly related to environment and natural 
resources, and in many of the targets environmental 
actions are expected to contribute to the achievement 
of those targets.

There are targets on reducing environmental 
pollution levels and on vulnerability from droughts 
and flooding, under which there are strategies on 
pollution prevention and control, sanitation and solid 
waste management and on issues of desertification and 
drylands. Interventions on environmental pollution are 
also expected to make contributions to the targets 
under the goal of reduction in infant, child and 
maternal mortality, morbility and malnutrition.

The link between the environment, growth and 
reduction of income poverty are strongly reflected 
in targets in the first cluster strategy. For example 
under the goal of promoting sustainable and broad-
based growth there is a target to achieve GDP growth 
of 6 – 8 percent by 2010. To achieve that, MKUKUTA 
has interventions on environmental protection and 
sustainable management of catchments to ensure water 
and energy services are provided for the economy and 
to support peoples’ livelihoods. Under the fourth goal 
of reducing income poverty of men and women in rural 
areas, MKUKUTA includes interventions on increasing 
livelihood/employment from natural resources use, 
and a greater share of benefits from wildlife, forests 

and fisheries to local 
communities.

E n v i r o n m e n t 
interventions are also 
ex p e c t e d  t o  make 
significant contributions 
to  ach ievement  of 
goals under cluster 
3 on governance and 
accountab i l i ty.  Fo r 
examp l e  the re  a re 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  o n 
access and control over 
environment and natural 
resources and reduction 
of corruption in natural 
r e s o u r c e s  s e c t o r s 
which encourage illicit 
activities such as illegal 
logging.

Env i ronmenta l l y 
r e l a t e d  go a l s  a nd 
targets in MKUKUTA are 
summarized in the tables 
that follow.

by David Howlet
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Table 1: Specific Emvironmentally Related Targets in MKUKUTA 
Cluster 1: Growth and Reduction of Income Poverty

Goals Targets

2. Promoting sustainable and 
broad-based  growth 

4. Reducing income poverty of both 
men and women in rural areas

•  Increased contribution from wildlife, forestry and fisheries to 
incomes of rural communities.

                                        Cluster 2: Quality og Life and Social Well-being 

All men, women and children are 
able to access clean and safe water, 
sanitation, decent shelter and safe 
and sustainable environment, and  
thereby reduced vulnerability  from 
environmental risk.

•  Increased proportion of rural population with access to clean and safe 
water from 53% in 2003 to 80% by 2009/10 and less time spent on 
collection of water. And from 73% to 90%  for urban population for the 
same period.

•   Improved access to improved sewerage facilities from 17% in 2003 to 
30% by 2010 in respective urban areas. Reduce households living in slums 
without adequate basic essential utilities.

•  100% of schools to have adequate sanitary facilities by 2010.
•   95% of people with access to basic sanitation by  2010.
•   Cholera outbreaks cut by  half by  2010.
•  Reduced water related environmental polution levels from 20%  in  2003 

to 10% by 2010.
•  Reduction of harmful industrial and agricultural effluents. Reduced 

vulnerability to environmental disasters.
•  Soil, forest and aquatic ecosystems that people depend upon for production 

and reproduction conserved. Reduction in land degradation and loss of 
biodiversity. 

•  Reduced ngative impacts on environment and the people’s 
livelihoods.

•  Reduced land degradation and loss of biodiversity 

Table 2: Examples of Interventions for Environmentally Related Targets
Cluster1 – Goal 2: Sustainable and broad-based growth promoted

Reduced negative impacts on 
environment and peoples livelihoods

— Promote actions that incorporate environmental protection measures in 
plans and strategies.

— Develop action plan for implementation of Environmental Management Act

Cluster 1 – Goal 4: Rural Income Poverty of both mene and women is substancially reduced

Increased contribution from 
wildlife, forestry and fisheries to 
incomes of rural communities 

— Develop programmes for increasing local control/earnings in wildlife 
management areas, establish locally managed natural resource funds, 
using traditional knowledge.

— Scale up Participatory Forest Management in all districts as a mechanism for 
increasing income of rural communities from natural resources.

— Harmonise natural resource sector policies and strategies; remove conflicts 
in laws and regulations. Improve land conservation measures and community 
based and environmentally sound natural resource management.

Cluster 2 – Goal 3: Increased access to clean affordable and safe water, sanitation, decent shelter and 
safe and sustainable environment and thereby reduced vulnerability from environmental risk

Reduced water pollution levels from 
20% in 2003 to 10% by 2010
100% schools to have adequate 
sanitary facilities by 2010

— Implementation of pollution control, occupational health and safety 
standards and environmental management as sepcified under sectoral 
guidelines and the Environment Management Act.

— Implementation of National Envirnment Education Strategy with focus to 
increase awareness on issues of health and environmental risks.

— Ensure adequate sanitation facilities at all public institutions – schools, 
health centres, markets and public places including access for the disabled

Reduction of land degradation and 
loss in biodiversity 

— Implementation of mechanisms and policies to mitigate against 
environmental disasters (e.g. flooding, drought & refugee influx) 
and put in place post disaster actions
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Do you know that:

✯ The Constitution of the United  Republic of  Tanzania and the Environment  
Management Act No. 20 of 2004 give you the right to live in a clean and 
healthy environment. Don’t allow anybody to deny you this right; 

✯ It is your duty to ensure sustainable utilization and conservation of the 
environment;  

✯ Environment destruction causes poverty and poverty causes environment 
destryction; 

✯ Well conserved environment is heritage for all generations.

Make Sure that:                  

☛ You follow up, participate  and collaborate in  planning and implementing 
environment conservation activities in your street, village, city, district 
and region; 

☛ You sensitize and educate your community on the importance of 
sustainable conservation and utilization of your environment; 

☛ You get correct and reliable information on poverty and the environment 
to facilitate informed decision making.
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School pupils holding posters with environment messages at the celebrations making the World 
Environment Day held at Iringa.

PovertynEnvironment_Bklt.indd   12 20/1/06   9:40:48 AM


