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Poverty and Environment

An examplary  outcome of serious efforts towards sustainable management 
of the environment evidenced in the hilly landscape of Amani area in 

Muheza District. Water catchments areas are well protected and  green hill 
slopes present attractive scenery. 

United Nations Secretary General Message on

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
“The theme of this year’s observance of World 
Environment Day is Deserts and Desertifi cation and 
the slogan is “Don’t Desert Drylands”, reminds us all 
in the International Year of Deserts and Desertifi cation 
(2007) of the importance of caring for the world’s vast 
areas of arid and semi-arid land.

Drylands are found in all regions. They cover more 
than 40 percent of the Earth and are home to nearly 2 
billion people – one third of the world’s population. For 
most dryland dwellers life is hard and the future often 
precarious. They live on the ecological, economic and 
social margins. It is essential that we do not neglect them 
or the fragile habitats on which they depend.

Across the planet, poverty, unsustainable land 
management and climate change are turning drylands 
into deserts, and desertifi cation in turn exacerbates and 
leads to poverty. It is estimated that between 19 to 20 
percent of drylands are already degraded. The problem 
is particularly acute in sub-Sahara Africa and South Asia, 
where extreme poverty and hunger, and to jeopardizing 
efforts to ensure environmental sustainability. Those 
goals, which the world Governments has pledged to 
achieve by 2015, are essential components of a broader 

commitment to achieve a more secure future for 
mankind.

 There is also mounting evidence that dryland degradation 
and competition over increasingly scarce resources can 
bring communities into confl ict. Furthermore, people 
whose livelihood and survival depend on drylands are 
swelling the ranks of environmental and economic 
refugees who are testing the already stretched resources 
of towns and cities across the developing world.

Desertifi cation is hard to reverse, but it can be prevented. 
Protection and restoring drylands will not only relieve 
the growing burden on the world’s urban areas, it will 
contribute to a more peaceful and secure world. It will 
also help to preserve landscapes and culture that date 
back to the dawn of civilization and are an essential part 
of our cultural heritage.

On this World Environment Day, in the 10th anniversary 
year of the UN Convention to Combat Desertifi cation, 
I urge Governments and communities everywhere to 
focus on the challenges of life on the desert margins so 
the people who live there can look forward to a future 
of peace, health and social progress.” 

This newsletter is published by the Second Vice President’s 
Offi ce through the Environment Division with the objective of 
enhancing awareness among various stakeholders on relationship 
between poverty and environment. It is expected that articles 
published in this  media will impart knowledge, new ideas and 
skills to individuals and communities  and  infl uence them to 
take  steps and implement initiatives that would eventually  
subscribe to sustainable management of the environment while 
in the process of implementing development goals outlined 
in the National Strategy for Growth and Poverty Reduction 
(NSGRP). UNEP has provided assistance towards newsletter 
publication costs. 

Editorial Committee:

Mr. Eric K. Mugurusi – Directof of Environment –VPO .... Chairperson

Mr. Bonaventura Baya – Acting Director –NEMC .... Member

Mr. Paschal Assey – Acting Director of Poverty –VPO .... Member 

Ms.  Anna Maembe   –  NEMC .... Member

Ms. Blandina Cheche – VPO .... Member

Mr. Nsubisi Mwakipunda – …. Consultant
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GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS TO
ADDRESS LAND DEGRADATION AND 
SAFEGUARD WATER CATCHMENTS

E
nvironment and development are closely linked 
and interrelated. Development activities impinge 
pressure on the environment essentially through 

the use that humankind makes of the environment, fi rstly 
as a resource of materials for food, energy, water, air, 
shelter and other raw materials for production, utilization 
or consumption; and secondly, as a sink for wastes and 
side-effects.

Inevitably, the process of development will have short 
and long term environmental implications even where 
it involves the process of fulfi lling people’s legitimate 
aspirations. Resource utilization; changes in resource 
availability; production, distribution 
and consumption of goods and 
services; and disposal of wastes, 
defi ne the development process. 
Thus, the interaction between 
environment and development 
is as old as development itself. 
Human activities and the use of 
natural resources have affected 
the environment since time 
immemorial.

All along the Government has 
been taking measures to address 
various environmental concerns. 
The recently developed National 
Strategy for Urgent Actions on 
Land Degradation and Water 
Catchments and the subsequent 
Government Statement issued 
by the Vice President, Hon. Dr. 
Ali Mohamed Shein on 1st April 2006, is evidence of 
continuing environmental concerns in the country.

Tanzania is party to a number of Regional and Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements including the following:  

• United Nations Convention to Combat Desertifi cation 
(UNCCD); 

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), and its Kyoto Protocol; and

• The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
its Cartagena Protocol.

At national level, the Government has put in place a number 
of policies, programmes, plans, strategies, action plans and 
legislation to deal with various emerging environmental 
concerns. Examples include:

• The National Environmental Policy (NEP); 
• National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP); 
• National Action Programme to Combat Desertifi cation 

(NAP);

•  National Biological Diversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP);  and

• The Environmental Management Act, 2004.

Tanzania has, in recent years, experienced a very high 
rate of land degradation and deforestation. These have 
been a major cause of drought, inadequacy of safe water 
and diminishing quality of land and hence hunger.  The 

problems are a result of unsustainable exploitation of 
resources. Deforestation is a result of extensive agriculture 
and settlement, overgrazing, wildfi res, charcoal burning 
and over-exploitation of wood resources for commercial 
purposes. It is also the result of unsustainable agriculture 
and the clearing of vegetation cover which leads to high 
rate of soil erosion, especially on slopes and in dry lands. 
Most seriously, land degradation has been exacerbated 
by overstocking. With unsustainable exploitation and 
utilization of resources, there is a danger for more 
serious environmental degradation and exhaustion of our 
resources. This year’s drought is a lesson to all Tanzanians 
that, if we do not take measures to address the problems 
now, it will be more expensive and even impossible to 
reverse the situation in the future. This is what has brought 
about the recently launched a National Strategy for Urgent 
Action on Land Degradation and Water Catchments.

By: Eric K. Mugurusi – Environment Division, VPO
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What does the new strategy address?
The National Strategy for Urgent Actions on Land 
Degradation and Water Catchments is a recent effort 
by the Government to deal with the serious degradation 
of land and water sources which has accelerated the 
severity of the impacts of drought in the country leading 
to inadequacy of water for different uses including 
hydropower generation. Power rationing as a result of 
inadequacy of water for hydro-electric power production, 
with its socio-economic impacts, is a consequence of Land 
Degradation and Destruction of Water Catchments. 
The strategy identifies 12 environmental challenges, cites 
examples of areas seriously affected for each challenge and 
prescribes actions required in addressing each challenge 
in a given time-frame. It also prescribes strategic actions 
for each action required and identifies the responsible 
institutions for each challenge. The 12 environmental 
challenges identified in the strategy are:

• Environmental degradation resulting from invasion 
of livestock keepers into areas of water sources/
catchments areas; 

• Environmental Degradation resulting from invasion of 
farmers and agricultural activities in mountain slopes, 
basins and water sources. Examples of areas affected 
are Uluguru, Udzungwa, Livingstone, Usambara, and Pare 
Mountains;

• Environmental Degradation due to felling of trees for 
firewood and charcoal as well as obtaining poles, timber 
and others products for construction of houses in urban 
centers;

• Unsustainable Irrigation activities, which lead to loss of 
biodiversity and reduced amount of water for running 
hydro-electric power plants; 

• Lack of accurate data and information at district 
level regarding water sources and uses for social and 
economic development;

• Environmental degradation and deterioration of water 
sources due to wildfires;

• Drying-up of water sources/
catchments resulting from tree 
species that consume much water;

• Severe land degradation and drought 
in many parts of the country;

• Low education, awareness and 
participation of the public on 
environmental conservation issues;

• Land use conflict between various 
stakeholders leading to environmental 
degradation

• Environmental degradation resulting 
from mining activities; and 

• Environmental pollution due to 
plastic wastes. 

To fac i l i tate implementat ion of 
the strategy, on 1st April 2006, the 

Government issued a public statement prescribing 22 
immediate measures to address these challenges, namely:  

i. All those who have invaded Usangu and Kilombero 
basins should vacate immediately. This includes 
pastoralists and farmers who are inside game/forest 
reserves and wetlands of Ihefu and Kilombero area as 
designated internationally by the Ramsar Convention 
and other similar areas. Regional Commissioners for 
the  concerned  regions should make sure that these 
areas are never invaded again.

ii.  Arbitrary movement of livestock outside the 
designated stock routes is prohibited.

iii. From now onwards, no livestock will be allowed to 
enter the country for pastures and water and those, 
which are already in the country should be removed, 
by June 2006. This directive targets Kagera and  Kigoma 
regions and also other border regions.

iv.  All those who have invaded the ranges and mountains 
of Livingstone, Kipengere, Udzungwa, Uluguru and 
Kilimanjaro for farming, settlement and tree harvesting 
should vacate by June 2006. These areas are the main 
water sources for Nyasa, Ruaha, Kilombero, Rufiji, 
Ruvu and Pangani Basins.

v. The Environmental Management Act and Local 
Governments by-laws have prescribed the distance  
from river banks and water sources within which 
farming and construction is prohibited. All those 
who have contravened these laws should be removed. 
District Commissioners should supervise the 
implementation of this directive.

vi. Tobacco, tea farmers and other large consumers 
of trees, firewood and charcoal should establish 
woodlots. This directive also involves education 
institutions, armed forces and industries. All of them 
should prepare nurseries of appropriate trees, plant 
and manage the woodlots, by January 2007.

vii. Every village has to have woodlots for firewood, 
charcoal and trade. Every village should prepare 
nurseries of appropriate trees, plant and manage the 

Silitation, reduced water level and encroachment in the Mtera dam due to destruction of 
water catchment in Usangu area has forced fishermen to abandon their fishing canoes.

4
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woodlots, by January 2007

viii. Every urban centre should allocated areas for 
woodlots/forest for energy, trade and landscaping. 
Nurseries of appropriate trees should be prepared 
and the woodlots/forests planted and managed, by 
January 2007.

ix.  A system should be devised quickly to make sure that the 
amount of water drawn for irrigation purposes does 
not exceed irrigation water requirement, irrigation 
structures should be maintained and inspected to 
avoid water loss and the excess water should be 
returned to its course.  Authorities that issue water 
rights should supervise the implementation exercise.

x. Uncontrolled burning of trees and rangeland is 
prohibited; all those caught should be prosecuted. The 
Authority concerned in the respective areas should be 
accountable in the implementation of this directive.

xi. The public should be sensitized to permanently 
participate in a tree planting and managing campaign. 
Every district should plant at least 1.5 million trees 
every year. Tree nurseries should be prepared and 
trees planted and managed every year. The ongoing 
rains in many parts of the country should be used for 
this purpose.

xii. Competition for Presidential Award for conservation 
of water catchments and tree planting and management 
will now be established. This competition will be 
between targeted groups at household, village, district, 
region and national levels. The competition will be 
between households, villages, wards, districts and 
regions.

xiii. Every district should prepare environmental 
management programme and participatory land use 
plans, by December 2006.

xiv. The manufacture, importation, sale, purchase and use 
of plastic bags with thickness less that 30 micros or 
0.3 millimeters and plastic packets used for packing 
drinking water and fruits juices with thickness of 65 
microns or 0.065 millimeters are prohibited. This 

directive will be effective from, October 2006 to allow 
the affected people/firms to adjust themselves.

xv. Other plastic bags, commonly known as Rambo, with  
thickness of 30 micros (0.03 millimeters) or more will 
be taxed at a rate more than one hundred percent.

xvi. Industrialists and Investors are urged to promote 
the production of alternative bags such as paper 
manufactured bags.

xvii. Districts, Towns, Municipals and City Councils should 
make sure that all plastic waste in their areas are 
cleaned up, collected and disposed properly.

xviii. Districts, Towns, Municipals and City councils should 
devise good systems for solid waste collection. In 
doing this, they should put special containers for the 
collection and separation of waste, which includes 
plastic waste and should establish collection centres 
and sanitary landfill sites for waste disposal.

xix. Environmental education campaign to the general 
public will be launched. This campaign will involve local 
government and all other relevant institutions.

xx. Its implementation will take into consideration 
environmental educational needs of different groups 
including women groups, farmers, pastoralists, charcoal 
makers, honey collectors, miners, industrialists, 
media corporations, educational institutions, non 
governmental organizations and other institutions.

xxi. All those who have invaded different areas for 
mining activities which cause severe environmental 
degradation on  land and in water catchments should 
vacate, by June 2006.

xxii.  All mining activities in the country should ensure 
environment conservation. All authorities should closely 
supervise the implementation of this directive.

Successful implementation of all these measures, which 
call for support and commitment from all people in the 
country, will not only ameliorate the currently evident 
environmental degradation and deterioration but also lay 
a  firm foundation for sustainable use of our resources 
for this generation as well as the future generations. The 
Government further urges: 

“The public, individuals, private sector, organizations, NGOs, 
institutions to cooperate in ensuring that we achieve the 
objectives of the strategy as it is the duty and obligation of every 
individual residing in Tanzania to safeguard the environment 
(Environment Management Act, 2004, Section 6)

Ministries and public institutions with direct and indirect 
responsibilities in the implementation of the strategy  to plan 
for implementation of strategic actions prescribed.”

Commitment of the public, institutions, organizations and 
sectors in the implementation of this strategy and the 
identified steps/measures in the issued statement is very 
central. Each individual should know that he/she has a role 
to play in ensuring that our environment is conserved and 
sustainably used to facilitate development at household 
and  national level.

Men and women benefit from products derived from the 
wetlands. The two women here are in the process of making 

mats from wetlands materials.
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 EXPERTS CALL FOR MORE RESEARCH ON

CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS

Experts on environment and climate have 
emphasized the need for nations and communities 
to change attitudes and adopt appropriate  

mitigation measures that would ensure sustainable 
management of the environment and eventually  
facilitate improvement of livelihoods. They point out 
that climate change has  had negative impacts on various 
sectors that  needed to be addressed.

Speaking at the four-day Scientifi c Conference on 
Environmental Sustainability held in Moshi at the 
proximity of Mount Kilimanjaro, organized by the  
National Environment  Management Council (NEMC),  
the experts called for urgent steps and mitigation 
measures to address imapcts of climate change that are 
evident in Tanzania and other parts of the world.

This year’s conference was among a series of its 
kind which bring together various 
experts and avails the opportunity to 
exchange views on various research 
outcomes on development aspects, 
poverty eradication initiatives and 
environmental management  on 
how to address emerging problems. 
The first Scientific Conference 
was held in Dar es Salaam in 
September 2004 on the theme 
of agriculture, environment and 
poverty eradication.

This year’s conference discussed 
the impacts of  climate change in 
Tanzania. It dwelt on three main 
areas which are:
a) Raising awareness on implications 

of climate change and how it 
affects livelihoods  of ordinary 
Tanzanians in the context of 
implementation of the National 
Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty 
(MKUKUTA);

b) Sharing knowledge that  would enrich the process of 
preparation of the National Adaptation Programme 
of Action on Climate Change; and

c) Identifying key areas for further research, especially 
in the area of adaptation and mitigation.

The Minister of State in the Vice President’s Offi ce  
(Environment), Prof. Mark Mwandosya, offi ciated the 

opening of the conference which was attended by 
local and foreign scientists and technical experts. The 
opening was preceded by a tree planting activity at 
Kwa Goa water source area in which all conference 
delegates participated led by the Minister.

In his opening address, Prof. Mwandosya reiterated 
the need for urgent action in order to reverse the 
trend and impacts of climate change in the country. He 
also called for establishment of linkages between the 
science of climate change and the climate as was now 
being observed and experienced. The Minister further 
urged conference participants to examine the relevance 
of global models to regional and local situations and 
continuation of policy related research including 
assessment of impacts. He called upon conference 
participants to deliberate on environmental legal and 
regulatory framework and to establish the link between 
climate change and climate variability.

Among the conference foreign speakers was DFID chief 
scientist, Professor Sir G. Conway,  who discussed the 
challenges faced by African countries  in the mitigation 
and adaptation of climate change impacts. Meanwhile, 
Ms. Kirsten Halsnaes from the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) Collaborating Centre 
of Energy and Environment, Denmark, presented 
(IPCC) findings based on experiences from India, 
Vietnam and Tanzania. She discussed the key linkages 
to climate change and development in aspects of 

6

By: Dr. Fadhila H. Khatib

The Minister of State in Vice President’s Offi ce (Environment) Prof. Mark Mwandosya (second 
from left) attending the 2nd Scientifi c Conference. Extreme right is NEMC Acting Director, Mr. 
B. Baya, Director General of the TMA, Dr. Mohamed Mhita, and Ms. Hilda Ngoye, the then 
Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner.
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economic growth, natural resources management, 
welfare concepts and alternative development models. 
Specific linkages to poverty include aspects such as lack 
of water and sanitation that would impact negatively 
on human health and the attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals.

Addressing the conference, the Director General of the  
Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA), Dr. Mohamed 
Mhita, focused on the science of climate change and 
discussed the challenges in the context of Tanzania.

Mr. R. Muyungi,  Assistant Director for Environment 
in the Vice President’s Office, highlighted mitigation 
measures that are in place in Tanzania, especially in 
the industrial and energy sectors. He pointed out 
opportunities on Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM) and how Tanzania could benefit from this 
mitigation option as well as provide financial resources 
that would help to achieve sustainable development in 
the country.

Several other presentations were made on the 
science of climate change focusing on its impacts on 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, meteorological influences, impacts on 
agriculture and livestock sectors, forestry, health, energy, 
marine and water resources. The presentations were 
from both local and foreign scientists involved in various 
aspects of climate change research.

The conference participants had also the opportunity 
to visit Mt. Kilimanjaro and other significant areas within 
the vicinity in order to link climate change issues with 
livelihood strategies in the surrounding communities.

As a way forward, several areas that warrant further 
research were highlighted. Those include studies 
related to impact of climate change on various sectors 
in order  to provide baseline information that would 
help in the decision making process in the country. The 
conference further recommended research on policy 
related issues on various areas including the Clean 
Development Mechanism; carbon sequestration, land 
use and land cover changes to gain more knowledge 
that would help in adopting sustainable mitigation and 
adaptation measures.

The conference was held with assistance from the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) through 
the Poverty-Environment Management Programme in 
Vice President’s Office. Other contributors included 
the Royal Danish Embassy through DANIDA, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Tourism, NEMC, WIOMSA 
and TMA. Having recognized the  importance of the 
scientific conference, some delegates met their own 
cost of participation.

Participants to the 2nd Scientific Conference on Environmental Sustainability held in Moshi in January, 2006

7
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Tanzania, my beloved country, is rich in terms of natural 
resources endowment. Unlike many other countries 
in Africa, Tanzania is surrounded by big water bodies 
commonly known as the Great Lakes and encompasses 
thousands square kilometers of environmentally 
rich land. Fertile valleys such as the Kilombero and 
Usangu could easily become the country’s breadbasket. 
Kilombero valley by itself  is capable of producing  
enough rice to feed the whole country and to avail 
surplus for export.

On the other hand, there are the Ruvuma, Mbeya, 
Rukwa and Iringa  regions which are famous for growing 
maize, the country’s main staple food. With a good rain 
season, these regions can produce enough maize to 
feed the country’s population of over 35 million people. 
With that spectrum, one fails to understand why some 
3 million Tanzanians are threatened with food shortage 
this year. Leave alone the agricultural potential, Tanzania 
has aboundant fi sheries, minerals, livestock, wildlife 
and timber resources. Why then should Tanzania be 
caught in such desperate predicament. One wonders 
what has gone wrong in Tanzania!

Tanzanians ought to bear in mind the fact that  the 
size of the country is 935,000 square kilometers. 
It was this size at independence in 1961 and it will 
remain the same forever. Therefore, whatever we 
plan for  socio-economic development or otherwise, 
available resources within that spatial coverage is the 
determining factor. Agricultural production, energy 
generation, livestock husbandry,  wildlife and tourism 
services, construction, recreation and industrial 
activities have to be undertaken within the ambit of 
these available resources. This calls for a well balanced 
and  integrated resource use planning to avoid confl icts 
in sharing of these resources. It is important to bear 

in mind the fact that all these activities are equally 
important  for the nation’s sustainable development.
Recently the Governor of the Bank of Tanzania Mr. 
Daudi Balali said that Tanzania is currently going 
through a tricky socio-economic path following 
prolonged drought. He also pointed out that drought 
had adversely affected the country’s economy. He 
pointed out that similarly over dependency on hydro-
power was taking toll on industrial production.

As an environmentalist, I felt that economists had 
now come to terms with what was being preached  
by environmentalists now and than in an effort to 
mobilise public concern on sustainable environment 
management. The daily motto is “Please conserve 
our environment or we will all perish one 
day”. 

Economists, who are known to be money minded 
people, would ask how much money Tanzania was 
earning by conserving forests, frogs, lizards, mountains 
and a divesrsity of natural resources in terms of 
shillings or dollars.

It might be easy to assume that  there was no way 
Tanzania could escape the wrath of these natural 
scourges, but looking on the other side of the coin 
one would ask whether those disasters were natural 
or man-made.

It is abysimal for any person to relate the effect of 
this crisis in terms of erosion of the national foreign 
exchange reserves. It is encouraging that economists, 
commonly known as the money people, as well as other 
key players in the country’s development process have 
fi nally come to grips with reality by recognising the 
impact of environmental degradation on the economy 

PRESENT DROUGHT, ENERGY CRISIS – 

– Source: Ministry of Agriculture (1996) and Ministry of  Water and Livestock Development (2005)

Livestock 1993/4 1994/5 Percentage Estimates 2005/06

Cattle 13,617,595 15,644,800 14.89 17,000,000 

Goats 8,641,222 10,682,403 23.62 12,500,000 

Sheep 2,692,716 3,493,031 29.72 3,500,000

 National Livestock data for 1993/4 and 1994/5 and projection for 2005

By: Anna Maembe – NEMC

ARE WE PAYING THE PRICE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION?

ARE WE PAYING THE PRICE FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION?
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Influx of herds of  livestock and uncontrolled grazing has contributed to land degradation and 
depletion of  water resources in Tanzania.

and the enormous cost that the nation has to bear in 
terms of resources and services.

The  governor had pointed out  that the national foreign 
exchange reserves had reached US$ 2.3 billion last year 
(2005) from 267 million in 1995, but projections were 
that,  that sum could very well be eroded to $2.0 billion 
by the end of this year.

Following those revelations, I said to myself that I 
have now  come to a point that I know the cost 
of conservation per year by simple mathematics 
is $2.3 – $2.0 = $0.3 billon that is approximately 
300,000,000 Tanzanian shillings. These shillings, although 
under estimated, should be spent on conserving the 
environment to reduce the vagaries of famine and 
drought.

This should be a good start for environmental accounting 
class. If the economists can help us to quantify the total 
cost of environmental goods and services, then our 
annual budget for the environment sector would triple if 
not quadruple. Indeed the country has not escaped the 
wrath of these natural scourges”. Are these disasters 
natural or man-made?

Coming to the present energy crisis, famine and 
drought, President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete and the Vice 
President, Dr. Ali Mohamed Shein, deserve praise for 
prioritizing environment management right from the 

outset and joining environmentalists to preach the 
gospel of environment management. Surely that would 
help to blow the environment trumpet louder.

When addressing officials of the Vive President’s Office, 
the President pointed out that Tanzanians should take 
seriously the responsibility of sustainable management 
of the environment otherwise the nation would perish. 
Similarly,  Vice President, Dr.  Ali Mohamed Shein has said 
that  our survival  depends on the environment  and we 
cannot afford to ignore that fact. He emphasized this 
point when addressing members of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Environment. These two 
top leaders have shown us that the political will for 
environmental conservation is 100%.

Environmentalists,  should take  this golden opportunity 
to foster efforts towards mobilization of individuals and 
communities to embark on environment  conservation 
initiatives  and ensure that our natural resource base is 
sustained for our own benefit Environmentalists, what 
else do you want? Grab this golden opportunity and 
play your part now; 

Now, where did we go wrong until we messed up with 
our resource base? Our sectoral and non integrated 
planning of our resources use is the main course. Our 
economists gave it a blind eye and ear as if it was non 
of their business. But when power rationing come and 
famine strikes the country we all sing the same tune.
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The launch of  Tanzania’s National Strategy  for 
Growth and Poverty Reduction (NSGPR) 
commonly known by its Swahili acronym of 

MKUKUTA, has motivated communities, change 
agents and development planners towards initiating 
programmes and activities which put the country on 
the right path towards attainment of globally declared  
Millennium Development Goals. MKUKUTA, which is 
a  home grown strategy,  is an endeavour that focuses 
on outcome within defi ned timeframe.

One of the strategy’s unique features is its emphasis 
on inter-sector linkages that contribute towards 
achieving outcomes. It stresses the need for cross-
sector collaboration that builds on an improved 
understanding of the characteristics of poverty.

Implementation of the strategy will be closely 
monitored to determine the impact of various 
efforts and initiatives being undertaken at community, 
district and the national levels in fi ghting poverty and 
improving the welfare of Tanzanians. Environment, 
which is closely related to poverty, is one of those 
cross cutting issues and is an essential element to be 
addressed to achieve poverty reduction targets. 

To achieve this, the Government has developed a set   
of poverty and environment indicators that will help 
to generate facts and thereby enhance understanding 
of the dimensions of poverty that concern the 
environmental part of poor people’s lives.

The indicators would facilitate improved understanding 
of poverty-environment linkages to demonstrate 
clearly why environment is an important and essential 
element to be addressed in order to achieve poverty 
reduction targets.

Furthermore, the  indicators help to monitor efforts 
to reduce poverty that depend on addressing poverty-

environment linkages. Among many other benefi ts, the 
indicators would be used by the Poverty Monitoring 
System (PMS) for tracking progress towards attainment 
of the MKUKUTA goals and targets. They would also 
help in the local level planning and implementation of 
development initiatives.

Initially 10 poverty-environment indicators have 
been proposed for inclusion in the Tanzania Poverty 
Monitoring System, linking directly to MKUKUTA goals 
and targets. Other poverty-environment indicators 
will be monitored at sectoral and local government 
authority (LGA) levels.

The work of developing poverty-environment 
indicators was undertaken by the Vice-President’s 
Office with support from the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).

Although Tanzania’s earlier Poverty Reduction Strategy 
acknowledged the importance of environmental 
management for poverty reduction, it did not include 
a strategy for addressing poverty-environment linkages 
in promoting growth and poverty reduction. The 
Government has, therefore, acknowledged the gap and 
instigated the programme to integrate environment into 
MKUKUTA, through consultation with environmental 
stakeholders, as well as environmental working 
groups.

With the enrichment of Poverty-Environment 
indicators, the revised Poverty Monitoring System 
would be tailored to MKUKUTA targets and 
strategies.

Experts believe that with Poverty-Environment 
indicators in place, it will be possible to generate data 
on poverty and environment linkages to infl uence  
decision making at various levels that would have 
impact on the livelihood of Tanzanians.

By Blandina Cheche – VPO

POVERTY – ENVIRONMENT
GOVERNMENT DEVELOPS

POVERTY – ENVIRONMENT
INDICATORS FOR TANZANIA
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Goal 2:  Promoting  sustainable and broad-based 
growth

➤ Proportion of enterprises undertaking Environmental 
Impact Assessments complying to environmental 
regulations.

Goals 4 & 5:  Reducing income poverty of both 
     men and women in rural areas.

➤ Percentage of households whose main income 
is derived from the harvesting, processing and 
marketing of natural resources products.

Goal 6: Provision of reliable and affordable 
energy to consumers.

➤ Percentage of households in rural and urban areas  
using alternative sources of energy to wood fuel 
(including charcoal) as their main source of energy 
for cooking.  

CLUSTER 2: IMPROVEMENT OF QUALITY POF LIFE AND SOCIAL WELLBEING

Goals 3: Increased access to clean, affordable 
and safe water, sanitation, decent 
shelter and a safe and sustainable 
environment. 

➤ Population with access to piped or protected water 
as their main drinking water source (30 minutes go, 
collect, return to be taken into consideration). 

➤ Percentage of households with basic sanitation 
facilities.

➤ Percentage of schools having adequate sanitation 
facilities (as per policy).

➤ Number of reported cholera cases.

➤ Total area  managed by mandated local institutions for 
the purposes of community based natural resources 
management. 

CLUSTER 3: GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Goal 1:  Structure and systems governance as 
well as the rule of law are democratic, 
par t ic ipator y, representat ive , 
accoiuntanble and inclusive. 

➤ Percentage of female from small holder households 
with land ownership or customary land rights.

➤ Total value of revenue recived from concesions and 
licenses  for Natural Resources (forestry, fi shing, 
wildlife, mining).

CLUSTER 1:  GROWTH AND REDUCTION OF POVERTY

SELECTED MKUKUTA
INDICATORS ON

ENVIRONMENT
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TANZANIA COMMEMORATES WORLD 
ENVIRONMENT DAY 2006

The World Environment Day, 
commemorated each year on 
5 June, is one of the principal 

vehicles through which the United 
Nations stimulates worldwide 
awareness of the environment and 
enhances political attention and 
action.

The theme of the World Environment 
Day for 2006 is “Deserts and 
Desertification” and the slogan is 
“Don’t Desert Dry lands”! The 
slogan emphasizes the importance 
of protecting dry lands, which cover 
more than 40% of the planet’s surface. 
This ecosystem is home to one-third 
of the world’s people who are more 
vulnerable members of society. The 
main international celebrations 
of the World Environment Day 
2006 were held in Algeria. UNEP 
honoured the City of Algiers to host 
this special event. 

The day’s agenda was to give a human 
face to environmental issues; empower people to become 
active agents of sustainable and equitable development; 
promote an understanding that communities are pivotal 
to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; 
and promote partnership which will ensure all nations 
and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 
The World Environment Day was commemorated with 
activities such as street rallies, bicycle parades, green 
concerts, essays and poster competitions in schools, tree 
planting, as well as recycling and clean-up cam.

World Environment Day was established by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening 
of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. 
Another resolution, adopted by the General Assembly the 
same day, led to the creation of UNEP.

World Environment Day was celebrated in many ways, 
including street rallies, green concerts, essay, poster 
competitions in schools, tree planting, recycling efforts, 
clean-up campaigns and much more. This annual event is 
used to enhance political attention and action.

Political leaders including the Minister of state responsible 
for Environment deliver statements and commit 
themselves to care for the Earth.

This World Environment Day alerts us to examine the 

state of our environment. We should consider carefully 
the actions which each of us must take, and then 
address ourselves to our common task of preserving 
all life on earth in a mood of sober resolution and quiet 
confidence.

Commemorations at National Level

At National level the leading slogan is: Conserve 
the Environment: “Plant and Maintain trees, avoid 
indiscriminate tree cutting that leads to desertification”. It 
mobilizes the public around this theme through activities 
such as protection of the environment in dry and sub 
humid lands. Such activities include planting of trees for the 
protection of water catchments and planting vegetation 
for ornamental purposes. Also various organizations 
participated fully in commemorating this special day by 
contributing in the production of appropriate posters, 
stickers, T-shirts, media and flags. 

At national level , the world environment day 
commemorations was hosted by Singida Region. Such 
national level commemorations gave a chance to 
the Singida community awareness on environmental 
management and conservation activities.

Likewise, all other regions in the country organised special 
activities to commemorate the day.

A  few years back forest and green vegetation covered this landscape in Kigoma district but the 
scenery changed drastically as a result of  environmental destruction cased by influx of thousands 
of refugees from Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Extra efaforts and resources are  
required to revive the emvironment.

By: Martha Ngalowera – VPO
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